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Fishery Conservation and Management § 660.302 

Subpart G—West Coast 
Groundfish Fisheries 

§ 660.301 Purpose and scope. 
(a) This subpart implements the Pa-

cific Coast Groundfish Fishery Manage-

ment Plan (PCGFMP) developed by the 

Pacific Fishery Management Council. 

This subpart governs fishing vessels of 

the U.S. in the EEZ off the coasts of 

Washington, Oregon, and California. 

All weights are in round weight or 

round-weight equivalents, unless speci-

fied otherwise. 

(b) Any person fishing subject to this 

subpart is bound by the international 

boundaries described in this section, 

notwithstanding any dispute or nego-

tiation between the U.S. and any 

neighboring country regarding their re-

spective jurisdictions, until such time 

as new boundaries are established or 

recognized by the U.S. 

[69 FR 42347, July 15, 2004, as amended at 71 

FR 27414, May 11, 2006] 

§ 660.302 Definitions. 
Active sampling unit means a portion 

of the groundfish fleet in which an ob-

server coverage plan is being applied. 

Address of record. Address of Record 

means the business address of a person, 

partnership, or corporation used by 

NMFS to provide notice of actions. 

Allocation.(See § 600.10). 

Base permit, with respect to a limited 

entry permit stacking program, means 

a limited entry permit described at 

§ 660.333(a) registered for use with a ves-

sel that meets the permit length en-

dorsement requirements appropriate to 

that vessel, as described at § 660.334(c). 

Biennial fishing period means a 24– 

month period beginning at 0001 local 

time on January 1 and ending at 2400 

local time on December 31 of the subse-

quent year. 

BMSY means the biomass level that 

produces maximum sustainable yield 

(MSY), as stated in the PCGFMP at 

Section 4.2. 

Catch, take, harvest.(See § 600.10). 

Change in partnership or corporation 
means the addition of a new share-

holder or partner to the corporate or 

partnership membership. This defini-

tion of a ‘‘change’’ will apply to any 

person added to the corporate or part-

nership membership since November 1, 

2000, including any family member of 

an existing shareholder or partner. A 

change in membership is not consid-

ered to have occurred if a member dies 

or becomes legally incapacitated and a 

trustee is appointed to act on his be-

half, nor if the ownership of shares 

among existing members changes, nor 

if a member leaves the corporation or 

partnership and is not replaced. 

Changes in the ownership of publicly 

held stock will not be deemed changes 

in ownership of the corporation. 

Closure or closed means, when refer-

ring to closure of a fishery or a closed 

fishery, that taking and retaining, pos-

sessing, or landing the particular spe-

cies or species group covered by the 

fishing closure is prohibited. Unless 

otherwise announced in the FEDERAL 

REGISTER or authorized in this subpart, 

offloading must begin before the clo-

sure time. 

Commercial fishing means: 

(1) Fishing by a person who possesses 

a commercial fishing license or is re-

quired by law to possess such license 

issued by one of the states or the Fed-

eral Government as a prerequisite to 

taking, landing and/or sale; or 

(2) Fishing that results in or can be 

reasonably expected to result in sale, 

barter, trade or other disposition of 

fish for other than personal consump-

tion. 

Commercial harvest guideline or com-
mercial quota means the harvest guide-

line or quota after subtracting any al-

location for the Pacific Coast treaty 

Indian tribes, projected research catch, 

recreational fisheries set-asides or har-

vest guidelines, deductions for fishing 

mortality in non-groundfish fisheries, 

as necessary, and set-asides for com-

pensation fishing under 

§ 660.350.Limited entry and open access 

allocations are derived from the com-

mercial harvest guideline or quota. 

Conservation area(s) means either a 

Groundfish Conservation Area (GCA), 

an Essential Fish Habitat Conservation 

Area (EFHCA), or both. 

(1) Groundfish Conservation Area or 
GCA means a geographic area defined 

by coordinates expressed in degrees 

latitude and longitude, wherein fishing 

by a particular gear type or types may 
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